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that I consider of grave significance to the discipline of the
army, which your Excellency can easily verify if you obtain
your information from those generals and commanding
officers who, free from political passions, live in close con-
tact with their subordinates and are always mindful of their
intimate problems and feelings.
"Your devoted subordinate greets you most respectfully,
"FRANCISCO FRANCO/'
Early in July he received news regarding the march of
conspiracy, and the information that he, as the general most
qualified, had been chosen for the command of the troops in
Africa. He was also consulted upon the policy to be fol-
lowed in several other places, especially in the Spanish
capital.
Using a secret code, Franco wrote three letters to Madrid.
In one of them he gave warning of the dangers of having the
garrison barricade itself in the barracks, pointing out that
important means and resources of the government had to be
taken into account. Franco advised that the troops should
concentrate in a specified place, and then fall back towards
the mountains in order to join the forces advancing from
the north. This letter did not accomplish its purpose, since
it was not deciphered in time by the recipient.